
 
6 FACTORS TO CONSIDER WHEN CHOOSING A UNIVERSITY 

 

When selecting a university or college, Canadian athletes should evaluate six key factors to 
ensure a well-rounded and fulfilling experience. The following six considerations are essential: 

1. Location 

The geographical setting of an institution significantly impacts an athlete's lifestyle and comfort. 
Factors such as climate, proximity to family, and cultural environment play crucial roles. For 
instance, choosing a university in a familiar region may ease the transition and provide a 
supportive network. Conversely, studying in a new locale can offer diverse experiences but may 
require adjustments to different weather conditions and cultural norms. 

2. Academic Programs 

Aligning academic offerings with personal interests and career aspirations is vital. Athletes 
should investigate whether the institution provides strong programs in their desired field of study. 
Additionally, understanding the support services available for student-athletes, such as tutoring 
and academic advising, is important to balance educational and athletic commitments 
effectively. 

3. Athletic Programs 

Evaluating the quality and reputation of the athletic department is essential. Prospective 
students should assess the coaching staff's expertise, training facilities, and the program's track 
record in developing athletes. Engaging with current team members and observing training 
sessions can provide insights into the program's culture and operational standards. 

4. Competitive Level of Athletic Program 

Understanding the competitiveness of the athletic program helps in assessing potential playing 
time and development opportunities. Athletes should consider whether they aim to compete at 
the highest collegiate levels or prefer a program where they might have more immediate 
participation. This decision can influence both athletic satisfaction and growth. 

5. Campus Life 



The social environment contributes significantly to the overall university experience. Institutions 
with vibrant campus life, including diverse student organizations and extracurricular activities, 
can enhance personal development. Athletes should explore opportunities beyond sports to 
engage with the broader student community, fostering a balanced and enriching university life. 

6. Cost & Financial Aid 

Financial considerations are pivotal in the decision-making process. Athletes should analyze 
tuition fees, availability of athletic and academic scholarships, and additional expenses such as 
accommodation and travel. Understanding the financial aid landscape, including eligibility 
criteria and application processes, is crucial to making an informed and sustainable choice. 

By thoroughly evaluating these factors, Canadian athletes can select a university or college that 
aligns with their academic goals, athletic ambitions, and personal preferences, leading to a 
rewarding post-secondary experience. 
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